HOW TO READ THE BIBLE FOR ALL IT’S WORTH
24 February 2021 | Week 6: Apocalyptic Literature

REVIEW OF STUDY QUESTIONS: 1 Corinthians 5
I.

Introduction

Definition: A vivid form of revelatory literature that uses the symbols and images of
Israel’s religious system to describe otherwise-hidden truths about God and history
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II.

Old Testament Apocalyptic Literature
1) Genesis
2) Exodus
3) Psalms
4) Prophets (Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Joel, Zechariah)

Daniel 7:1-18
In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions of his
head as he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down the dream and told the sum of the
matter. 2 Daniel declared, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of
heaven were stirring up the great sea. 3 And four great beasts came up out of the sea,
different from one another. 4 The first was like a lion and had eagles' wings. Then as I
looked its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to
stand on two feet like a man, and the mind of a man was given to it.
And behold, another beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised up on one side. It
had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth; and it was told, ‘Arise, devour much
flesh.’ 6 After this I looked, and behold, another, like a leopard, with four wings of a
bird on its back. And the beast had four heads, and dominion was given to it. 7 After
this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, terrifying and dreadful and
exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth; it devoured and broke in pieces and
stamped what was left with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were
before it, and it had ten horns. 8 I considered the horns, and behold, there came up
among them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns were
plucked up by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man,
and a mouth speaking great things.
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“As I looked,

thrones were placed,
and the Ancient of Days took his seat;
his clothing was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames;
its wheels were burning fire.
10
A stream of fire issued
and came out from before him;
a thousand thousands served him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him;
the court sat in judgment,
and the books were opened.
“I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking.
And as I looked, the beast was killed, and its body destroyed and given over to be
burned with fire. 12 As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but
their lives were prolonged for a season and a time.
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“I saw in the night visions,

and behold, with the clouds of heaven
there came one like a son of man,
and he came to the Ancient of Days
and was presented before him.
14
And to him was given dominion
and glory and a kingdom,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him;
his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away,
and his kingdom one
that shall not be destroyed.
“As for me, Daniel, my spirit within me was anxious, and the visions of my head
alarmed me. 16 I approached one of those who stood there and asked him the truth
concerning all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of the
things. 17 ‘These four great beasts are four kings who shall arise out of the earth. 18 But
the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom
forever, forever and ever.
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III.

New Testament Apocalyptic Literature
A. Matthew, Mark, Luke
B. The Revelation of Jesus Christ

Revelation 1:9-20
I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient
endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word
of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard
behind me a loud voice like a trumpet 11 saying, “Write what you see in a book and
send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to
Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”
Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven
golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man,
clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hairs of his
head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his
feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar
of many waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp
two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength.
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When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me,
saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18 and the living one. I died, and behold I
am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 19 Write therefore the
things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this.
20
As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven
golden lampstands, the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the
seven lampstands are the seven churches.
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Revelation 5:1-14
Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written
within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel
proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?”
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And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or
to look into it, 4 and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to
open the scroll or to look into it. 5 And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more;
behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he
can open the scroll and its seven seals.”
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And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes,
which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 And he went and took
the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8 And when he
had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down
before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are
the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying,
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“Worthy are you to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
from every tribe and language and people and nation,
10
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
and they shall reign on the earth.”
Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the
elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice,
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“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”
And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the
sea, and all that is in them, saying,
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“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”14 And the four living
creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.

IV.

Connecting to Christ
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Revelation 12
And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon
under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was pregnant and was
crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. 3 And another sign appeared in
heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his
heads seven diadems. 4 His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast
them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give
birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. 5 She gave birth to a male
child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up
to God and to his throne, 6 and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a
place prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days.
Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And
the dragon and his angels fought back, 8 but he was defeated, and there was no
longer any place for them in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was thrown down, that
ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—
he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 10 And I
heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our
brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God.
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And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. 12 Therefore, rejoice, O
heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil
has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!”
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And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued
the woman who had given birth to the male child. 14 But the woman was given the two
wings of the great eagle so that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to
the place where she is to be nourished for a time, and times, and half a time. 15 The
serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her
away with a flood. 16 But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth
opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his
mouth. 17 Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war
on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold
to the testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea.
13
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CASTLETON CORE: WEEK 6
How to Read the Bible for All It’s Worth | Study Questions | Revelation 12

1. Read the text out loud and note (highlight, underline, circle) any observations as
you read it. i.e., Are there any repeated words, key themes, or connections you see
within the passage?

2. What is the literary context of our passage? How does understanding the literary
genre help you interpret this passage?

3. What historical context is needed to help you understand this passage?

4. What role does this passage play in the broad scope of the biblical storyline? How
does this passage connect to Christ and His gospel?

5. In 1-2 sentences, what do you think the main point of this text?

6. How does this passage challenge the way you think about God? How does this
passage challenge the way you live?
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Suggested Resources for Further Study
Online Resources
“Revelation: A Competing Symbolic Universe”
https://washingtoninst.org/revelation-a-competing-symbolic-universe/
“Windows into Revelation”
1. http://indysem.org/blog/windows-into-revelation -1
2. http://indysem.org/blog/windows-into-revelation-2
3. http://indysem.org/blog/windows-into-revelation-3
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